Anti-class II beta-chain antibodies in the serum and synovial fluid of rheumatoid arthritis patients.
Sera and synovial fluid (SF) from rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patients were evaluated for anti-HLA class II beta-chain antibodies using single and two-dimensional immunoblots. The antibodies from RA sera and SFs which reacted with class II beta-chain determinants were predominantly IgM and IgA with minimal IgG. This reactivity was also present in SFs from other rheumatic diseases. Anti-class II beta-chain antibodies were also shown to be present simultaneously in RA sera and SF.